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EAST METRO AND WEST METRO 
MEDICAL SOCIETIES MERGE

Minneapolis, MN – Effective January 1, 2010, the East Metro Medical Society and the West Metro Medical Society will merge, forming the Twin Cities Medical Society (TCMS).  

The two physician membership organizations have enjoyed a history of working together in support of the practice of medicine, primarily focusing on physician advocacy and public health issues.   For more than 15 years they have collaborated on a joint membership publication, MetroDoctors, a Web site, and have shared common office space and overhead expenses.  The consolidation will enhance this synergy and directly benefit physician members through economies of scale and shared resources, effectively allowing the new organization to engage in additional projects and expanded advocacy efforts without significant dues increases.

Edward Ehlinger, M.D., the first TCMS president stated, “The benefits of consolidating are numerous and are not just economic.  We believe that the needs of physicians in the Twin Cities area will be better met by a single metro-wide organization.  The Twin Cities Medical Society will give greater voice to physician issues, enhance leadership and member recruitment, facilitate better coordination of public health issues, and expand advocacy efforts.” 

Important consideration was given to preserving representation of both organizations on the leadership and board of directors.  Officers include:  Edward P. Ehlinger, M.D., president; Thom Siefferman, M.D., president-elect; Anthony Orecchia, M.D., secretary, Melody Mendiola, M.D., treasurer, and Ronnell Hansen, M.D., past president.  Sue Schettle will serve as the Chief Executive Officer.

The Twin Cities Medical Society is comprised of nearly 6,000 physicians, residents and medical students representing Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott, and Washington counties.
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